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The Contrastive Semantics of ‘bear', ‘endure’, ‘tolerate’, and ‘stand'’
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This paper offers a contrastive analysis of the meanings of ‘bear’, ‘endure’, ‘tolerate', and ‘stand.’
The analysis was made based on the descriptions of these words in dictionaries and their actual uses in

newspapers and other articles.

The results of the analysis show that ‘bear’ means to support a weight or

load or accept unpleasant behavior or circumstances without complaining, ‘endure' means to suffer great
hardship patiently for a long time, ‘tolerate’ means to suffer someone, something or unpleasant
circumstances, or allow something unpleasant to be done without opposition, and ‘stand' is often used in
conversations and means to accept hardship successfully for a period of time.
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1 ZLsHIC

LT, I IRFREOBRBOBWRSITICER Y A
TW5, BIE(2012)Y TiE flourish, prosper, thrive
% BJE(2014)? TlLacute, keen, sharp % B (2015)7
Clfaim, goal, objective, target #FNFNSH L1,
SENE, BAFBIGRULEZEE. RL Lo tisy o
BORIC 72 AE)E] bear, endure, tolerate, stand & %%
LT, BSROWERL S,

SROTHEEIINETERERRT, E38E - B0
WALREZRBLAMT, RO TEBRICINE L A
MOGH - EREI LI LED S Z LILT 5,

2 HE-BAOKA

ZICH, EFEOFEIRM S| bear, endure, tolerate,
stand DERDBNIOWT, KERREBLEILTTH
., BWRLEEE T,

English-Japanese Dictionary (1987)Y. /IN¥£E Random

/N F fE Progressive
House English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)% =44
The New Global English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)% .,
B 3% # New College English-Japanese Dictionary
(1994) " KfEHE Genius English-Japanese Dictionary
(1994)% . ~X 3% v & New Proceed English—Japanese
Dictionary (1994) . HilJEZEJE Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English (1987)'2dD 7 > Th 5,

EPT. IO AN, FNFIUMICWZ D 2 LB

FTHDY, WA HRBOBENMNIGER L THI, SEEOH
TEREB LT & /R, ERMIZKEMNISET
EH LMD TE, BERIMUIZIWNLOI, TED
T 1207 A= FE DT BHRICE, RO 9D
DIN—TITHETH Lz bie, (1) 05 (9) 12
F3L & & BITRT,
TREE R (Clif 2 D
(1) 1 can’t stand this hot weather.
TN N-EOLD) ICIAD
(2) How do you tolerate that stupid fool?
(College)
Ui Ifitx s

(3) I cannot endure to listen to your complaints.

(Genius)

(Progressive)
MBI H (EAH. EHRE) D IZitx b
(4) The ice on the lake will not bear your weight.
{(Proceed)
MRFAaM] I2fitz 25
(5) Who will bear the expense?
DM AE (BT @tz s
(6) The captain of the ship bears a heavy

(Proceed)

responsibility.  (Longman)
MRS, JERLY) IiERH S
(7)  Her hair won't tolerate another dyeing.

(Global)
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TBFOFiL) IZMHZ D
(8) His plays have endured for more than three
centuries. (Random)
HEE THRLRY) (A2 é2nbnrkT)

(9) They endured to the end. (College)
ABDFAEND, ZNHI DD NA—T DS b ENY
it & UCTHERARHRED 0D Z L & BB LT a5 b
Table 1 DL 17227, OIL7 DOFEFEOVTHhNC
HFHFEETHH LW IH RN H-T25E. XX o
12 BIEHFTRED R DS A > 3B % "1, Table 1 7>
DAGEOEVEERTLL. ROEIIT B,

(10) @ bear Z, THERIR), A -BEDOLD],

M%&) 720 Cidle << THER), TREY
BiE) . TRERgEEE) 7 CIRRRx e BB
ZABHZEERTENFRETHD,

@ endure & stand IE. [BEOFI IS5
ZEERTIENFRTHLNG, HIRE
RHIRIMIA 2 Z L& B%T 5 2 LA THIN
%, FFZ endure (IR REFIRLA2VEAED
ARETHDND. HAD LD LDEER
THZLELHERSD ELEZLNS,

(tolerate DAHA TEHEG, B IZIMMESH D 0D
MERD D Z T o0 TiE, BRBHERCE220,)

WIZ, TODFHEED > H 62T, TN 4FEOEKD
BOICOWTORENH > THEOT BN LTE I,

(11) Progressive

bear, stand: Mg - B LA - EJ@ie L e E
AT D
endure: HHHMEICH-» TRHYAEHE L
Tt 2 #k<
Random
bear: ERGROTIRICTT 2 D BERO—A%E
endure: W7z » TREE- REIZATTIC
x5 &
stand: bear L ¥ < 72372 TC, BEIZLDD
ETREUCHZ T BRI 5
Global
endure: ¥1E, RHIMOREBIZAVS
tolerate: T(BEKIZY) BBT D5 OB
<O ERPEEH LB R
stand: bear £ ¥ < 7ZIF7EETC, —@II~IT-
RN &V DR U235
College
bear: #¥F « H# - A8 L J - Rifphis & 43008
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Table 1 Comparison of objects of *bear', “endure’. “tolerate’.
and “stand' in dictionaries
x4 bear | endure | tolerate | stand
IRIEE 724K O O @) O
At O O O C
115 O O O O
YRR ) O X X X
(3T OR=E O X X O
g aiDN =z O X X X
ERdn, FH X X O X
RO X O X O
R L 720 X O X X
R
endure: &V - CTEF - 3 - W
RECHLTENE LIRS
stand: TR HO R L OIZEE L B
LTHAET D
Genius

bear: —RxH)723E
endure: (RHliZh7Z~»T) EHTH, LR
UEE
stand: bear & ¥ O ZB#
Longman
endure is usually used only about something
really serious; suggests pain that
lasts for a long time
tolerate is used of people or behavior, but not
of suffering
(1) ®6>DFFEOZRNS, 453BDEWEHRIT S
LN
(12) bear: i % 5 EHO—AXHI /25
endure: RHEIZ 7 - CTIEA A REEICT 2 5
tolerate: EARIZERGET 2 BRG VL \008< | ACH)
W2 D EXERT 503, Bk
BT 2 DB E IS BER L
stand: OFEMYRFEC, REERic b~ ande
WTIRIB LT D
DEITRD,
(10) R (12) {ZHWT, EEHLIHITEZ LT
ERAR
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3 EHLLDOBFR

T, 2OBECOVWTOESLEE 2T, IE
LTI 6, EHIZBEHED T, EILHTH (The
PAF J.T.) RPf&a 72 55 bear. endure,
tolerate, stand 921 % 51 (FNE L7,

WRELZAEEZ YYD BENLHERERL TV
EWVDS ZETHDH, £7. 21280 T 7T >OFEEDTE
A5 Table 1 O XS ZBEVBHH 2 L TFHEENb
T Tho0, EBEORBICEOTL, 7 50OEZEORK
VISMIAERRRERIGE N H B DNE DD, HBVE. #
NENDMZ DA ROBEEL, 4L > TEVRHS
DNEINEND EEFSTHIY, EHIT, 2280
THERI SN (10), (12) 12T, T4bb, UL
MADEE>TEH, NEAKE) T2 D50, (BH
il M2 500, TEXKIZERET S EVIBEREVRH
SDH AFEMRBLODON, LD A OV T AEICE
WIRHDHDINE D IDHLEEND TR,

F9, WEUAME Table 1 OFSRIZHIE- TH¥E -
EFHLTHDE, Table2 DX 27257, Table 2 15
4FEDM R D RDORE DB OO TIERH L THS,

(13) © THEHEZRR) X4FELRARS L,
Tolerate HLEFEDEM & 11iE - T, AFNIE
v,

FA - #1113 tolerate 2342 IR £\,
1724 12 bear M4FIZAFIDLL,
TERA 7] 1X bear 1T1X, FEELH O AH
LRSIt BEEICTERD R -
7= stand (2 1 | R-oh o7,
® TRENAR] X EBERB AR

LAYy il
® [FEEAE) 1L, EEDOZEREBY | bear iz
BB Z o703, FEBICEER D2 -7z
endure & stand (28 AES B2 o7,
MRS, FH X, 525722755 tolerate |
TRENIR DI Bl BEICEE O
o7 stand iZ L R->H 57,
®  (BEORNn X, FEEORREY .
ICREIR RS> 7203, stand ISR 5
7ol

@  THRLZVvg i, SEEEomab@Ey .
DIZHED R D07,

(13) DIEMN D 4FEOERDE NI DN THEEL TH
£, FTO. @, QLVHBL AL, THREE/ K]

Japan Times

® 0O

S

endure

)

endure

Table 2 Frequency of each object of “bear’, “endure'.,
‘tolerate’, and “stand' in actual uses

FIES bear | endure | tolerate | stand
BN AS NI 19 38 31 28
A 3 1 9 6
T4 25 3 11 14
YHERR /7 0 0 0 1
RERIAE 0 0 0 0
ey e 4 1 0 1
ESE TN 0 0 0 1
RFODFLAL 0 3 0 0
B L2 0 5 0 0

#t 51 51 51 51

WL4EE LAGIEAEOH L0 T, ETHT Y 0,
[N =% I3 tolerate \ZHFIZ AN < | 1174 14 bear
IZRFIZ BB Z W, tolerate 1, EFEIZ L~ T, TR
PRRBL IR LI LT, TA ) ZO L0 A
LTEHRBHRTDIEVIRBL AN, [HEER
Bl g HRMLESERSh 0T, FHFR
AIETRREEITHD, N8 2OL0vkHRe
TORBIDED T2 b5 Rk, HEORBRICAFH LT
W5, ) bear i, NREERKI) 7200 T2l 174 &%t
RETOHBILEZVOT, D 3FEL Y tROEITIE
W2 EBTFHEND, KIZ. @, ®, ®, QL HEEL
THD, bear O RS, [REVEHE], 2x5%L
THRBNL. FERRS RONGRM oA, EEEICH
XRHSTNDDOT, ERFAETHD Z LN THD
LRDbILD, TR AaE] x5 L T2 M4 bear iz
EHHDOT, ZZThH bear HlLD 358 L D ITX RO
PIEW SR IN D, BEZIZTR 7273572 stand &
MRy THRWAE ), TERS, & 2d%s
T 5L endure @ DEAIETR] B AR E S5 A
MROHoIEWD Z g, REIOERLVWoTHE
IETE2WHL OO, endure ° stand ¢ Table 1 L ¥ 3%t
ROFFITIEATHEMEN & 5, tolerate D7 [EE L
B 2RRIERATMETHDL L) 220 T,
stand IZHAFD RO0 -0 T, BHEFTEARNI L
2%, EEIZ, ®, QRVHELTHDL, TREDFN
% endure DAIZAFIR D7 -7, stand OFICIT
HECZE->THDHOT, stand LEMATRETHH 2 &1L,
W ThsdLBbhd, L ->T, endure & stand
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i, HOBREOHMIMAD &V ) BHEW R H D Z LN
FRREND, TBIRLRV T, FEOTEHEY . endure
DIHZRBIB RO 722 £ 5B endure 1XTHZ 5 Z &
TOLDIZHERHD ZENTREND,

LLE, it 2 2% BOBEDENHD 4 FBEDOEKROEN
IZOWTERL TER, REFE N ODHTTEHB D
D
< TREEZRI) O FEREI>

(14) Women played a vital part in the conquest and

settlement of the West. They often endured
hardship and danger with courage and
fortitude.
( Richard Musman “Background to the USA”
£2% (1983) p.79)
(15) Planters argued that only workers from Africa
the of labor

necessary to produce cotton and other

could tolerate conditions

plantation crops.
( Robert H. Walker

% (1980) p.8)

< TA - %) OREFI>
(16) Although these Puritans sought religious

“American Society” M=

freedom for themselves, they would not
tolerate anyone whose faith differed from
their own narrow beliefs.

( B. D. Tucker “Invitation to the History of
Christianity” =72 (1992) p.76)

(17) One young female (a little older than Fifi)
showed a strong objection to the sexual
advances of the rather fierce male Humphrey.
She always attracted a large group of males
when she became pink. But she simply

could not bear Humphrey.
(Jane Goodall “In the Shadow of Man”
¥ (1994 p.77)

< 172 OREFI>

(18) T took no more pleasure in the things I had

g3

enjoyed before; landscapes, flowers, music

were empty. Indeed, T could not bear to hear

music at all. It was years before I could

listen to music.

(Pearl S. Buck “The Child who never Grew”
£ (2004) p.19)

(19) Nor is it uncommon to find students who

A oy TS S R TR

show their lack of public spirit by writing
graffiti on lockers, or others, including girls,
who speak so roughly that I cannot stand
listening to them.
( Toshihiko Kobayashi “Thinking of
Japanese Education” @it (1998) p.2)
< TRy Hy) DREH >
(20) Some investigators have found that the
threshold of pain appears to be higher among
primitives than among civilized peoples; that
is, the former stood the pressures of an
instrument longer before saying they felt
pain.
( Raymond Firth
(1968) p.32)
< DERIER) ofNREs >
(21 My mother, a widow, is practically destitute,

“Human Types® @EH

and relies on me for financial help all the
As I am not particularly well-off

this

time.

myself, represents a tremendous

pressure. Most of the time, I seem to be able
to bear this burden with equanimity and
good humor, but every now and then, the
strain wears me thin.
( Yitta Herberstam & Judith Leventhal
“Small Miracles” 4£% (2001 p.27
(22) Women are not expected to enjoy sexual
relations; these are a “duty” to be endured,
for to refuse to have sexual relations within
marriage is considered a mortal sin.
( Joan Y. Gregg
Culture” fiEEE (1988) p.18)
< TEFES, #E ORERH>
(23) What happened to Carlos when he smoked?

As a new smoker, Carlos went pass his

“Communication and

tolerance for nicotine. He absorbed more
nicotine than his body could stand all at once.
( Kaneaki Arimura, Haruyuki Sonobe, Anna
Ford and Mari Kanba “Health and Society
Today” #Ett (1997) p.65)
< TEFDFEiL OAFEE]>
(24) That constitution has endured for two
hundred years; it is now the oldest written

constitution in history and, it is safe to say,
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the most successful.
(Henry S.Commager “The American People”
gt (1991 p.17)
< THPRL 720 ofEF >
(25) Students are taught at an early age to endure
by their teachers and parents. There is
nothing wrong with this, but it is different
from the behavior found in the west, where
the individual has a right to speak up,
criticize, and ask questions.
( Paul McLean “Gaijin Likes and Dislikes”
B7LUZ (1989) p.14)
iz, (10), (12) (ZBWTHRI SNz o D0 T
MOTHE D, WELZHABIORNG, B TR E
IS AD Z AR LA, TRHM) M52 L%
FLIZAPOL TERIZBEET D) L0 ) BIREW WA
B, THEEMIFRE) ORFERREH L TEF L THRD L,
Table 3 D L D127 o7z, Table 3 26K E A2 ffA 245
BWMLTHDE,
(26) @ (FEALEE) ITTZ 52 &R LRI
endure MFIZE <  stand (Kb HDIRED 5,
@ TEME x5 22K L-AFNL, endure
DIFRIZZ A, stand b & B FREE O BRI %
D&V FINHESE S B,
@ TERICERT D) LI EKREVEROA
ff)iX. tolerate MDA T, ULMLIEED B,
@ TRFEMERZ) OMGIL, stand AEBBIC
%,
DEIZIRD, (26) 2D 4FEOERDBENIZOWTH
BLTHEI, 7, O, @756, endure ITFHIZFEZ 2
Rgtio, LbRAEMLZS &LV BREVHE, &
7o stand b2 0 g UWREICH SREOHIRIM 2 5 &
WIOBRBVRHD ZENHERIS LD, Eh, @b,
tolerate DAL, BRICBGET DLWV HIBHRE LV IHD
ZENTHEIND, bEAA, BITHZA L0 AL
HHDT, MEDERBHDEEZLND, SHIC, @
20, stand IXOEBMIRBLTH D ZEBHEEIND, £
LT, &F%Z# U T, bearid, Table 3 DV NDIER
CHRICELWEMIZR ARV, (13) OE™1S
DELEIZBOT, AROBHMBENZ &R LIZLD
WL MHADEW) 2L E2RTHRNBREBBCTHH VD Z
ERTRIEND LT ARBHE N OZEFTEI I,
< TEACIREE) (ZMitZ D 2 & FRTRER >

(27) Consider that in three years Iraq has gone

Table 3 Frequency of “seriousness”, “long period”,
“tolerance”, and “colloquialism” in “bear', “endure’, ‘tolerate’.

and “stand' in actual uses

bear | endure | tolerate | stand
TEZ 75 REE 2 22 3 7
A 1 18 0 12
HRIRBGE 0 0 16 0
HEBRYRER 3 0 18

from enduring a brutal dictatorship to

electing a provisional government, to
ratifying a new constitution written by Iraqis,
and to electing a permanent government last
December.

(J.T. Friday, March 24, 2006 p.14)

(28) Malunkyaputta had a restless mind and his
meditation was constantly disturbed by
universal questions to which he felt he was
entitled to have an answer from the Buddha.
But every time he raised them, the Buddha
shrugged them off without a satisfactory
explanation. Finally he could stand the

uncertainty no longer and went to the

Buddha with an ultimatum: either he

received a proper reply or he left the Order
and returned to lay life.
( H. Saddhatissa “The Life of the Buddha” &
FL A (1984) p.50)
TR W25 Z & ARTRER>

(29) Imagine leaving home with only a suitcase,

N

planning never to return. Imagine crossing
an ocean by sailboat, enduring many weeks
of stormy weather.
( Carl Becker “American and English 1deals”
EEHL (199D p.36)
(30) Hers was a divorce case and from what I
had been
browbeaten into an impossible marriage by
She had stood it for

four years and now had decided to put an end

to 1t.

gathered she coaxed and

her ambitious mother.

( Erich Fromm ‘“Dream Interpretation”
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£ (1979 p.77) (35) bear : JA< —RXRUZL AR, HFFE L < WVTA, K
< TERIZEERT D) L0 ) BRAELOREH > ST N e R
(31) Even the most moral regime, such as the endure : EAZLFECEHMICDIZ o THA S
Confucian shogunate of the Tokugawa period, &
was obliged to recognize that men could not tolerate : AR, REE/ R SIS A 720
be expected to live all the time in accordance BERIZERETAHZ &
with strict moral principles. It therefore stand ©  [EBRYARRILT, Mo b REEDRIRIZH
tolerated the establishment of what were HEREOMMmML L Z &
known as “bad places” (akusho) where men
could go for their amusement. SEH
( Donnald Keene “The Distinctiveness of 1) BE#54 : flourish, prosper, thrive OxtIREL
the Japanese” #HHH (1983) p.64) %, EEEHFMALE, 53 pp. 149-153
(32) A practised scanner can get through such a (2012)
tome in about twenty minutes while standing 2) BJEFA: acute, keen, sharp OXIRERSTT, &
in the shop, whose owners amiably tolerate BT, 54, pp. 16 (2014)
such behaviour in readers from six to sixty, 3) BJBFEX @ aim goal, objective, target DOXTFRE
for in Japan bookstores are also public comic WRotr, SESEEPIHRRBHE FRTERE
clubs and reading rooms. 34, pp. 1-10 (2015)
( James Kirkup “Essays on Japanese 4) Progressive English-Japanese Dictionary (/s
Culture” fRENE (1991) p.14) FHE,  1987)
< TOREMIZRI) OREH> 5) Random House English—Japanese Dictionary (/>
(33) The Americans said, “We will not stand for our FEE,  1994)
ships being stopped. The seas are free,” and 6) The New Global English~Japanese Dictionary (=
declared war on Britain. HE, 1994)
( Isabel Barclay “The Story of Canada” 7) New College English-Japanese Dictionary (8
Z& (1981 p.54) gert,  1994)
(34) “We must have security,” Vanessa weeps from 8) Genius English-Japanese Dictionary  (K{EREH,
time to time. ‘I can’t stand the uncertainty 1994)
of it all! You must stop being a writer. Or 9) New Proceed English-Japanese Dictionary (-
write something different. Stop writing Kk, 1994)
novels. Write for television instead.” 10) Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
(Fay Weldon “Watching me, Watching you” (MR EIS, 1987)

in ‘Fascinating Voices in the British Fiction
Today’ =f{&tL (1993) p.63)

4 Fio

UEDERLF LD THD L, 1) bear [F/E < —H%H
WA DI LR EWKT S, 2) endure [EFFICRL 0 R
ICRBIMIM R 5 2 &£ 2889 %, 3) tolerate XA, #.
BRI A D &0 D B EBERICBET 5 L0 )
BEY%OM L A2FD, 4) stand (L OEHRB T, 2729 &
LWHEC H 2 REOHMM 2 5 Z L 2EKT 5, 0
I BB, UEEESE 2 T B4 bear, endure,
tolerate, stand DEMOEWI- DV TRHEALIRET A,



