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The Contrastive Semantics of ‘acute’, ‘keen’, and ‘sharp’
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This paper offers a contrastive analysis of the meanings of ‘acute’, ‘keen’, and ‘sharp.’

The analysis

was made based on the descriptions of these words in dictionaries and their actual uses in newspapers

and other articles.

The results of the analysis show that ‘acute' means being sensitive in understanding

and thinking or showing a strong degree, emphasizing significance and seriousness, ‘keen' means being
sensitive in understanding and thinking or showing a strong degree, emphasizing positive interest and
eagerness, and ‘sharp' means stimulus being direct and strong like a visual stimulus of a pointed or clear
shape, or a person being sensitive in understanding and thinking.
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(5) The car made a sharp U-turn.  (Genius)
<o&0 Ly
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(9) a sharp smell (College)
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(10) Vinegar has a sharp taste.
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v a keen wind blowing from the east
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(12) He was attacked by a sharp pain in his stomach.

(Proceed)
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(13) There’s been keen competition for the job.
(Longman)
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(14 He was rather sharp with his secretary when
she got back late from Iunch. (Longman)
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(15) The town has an acute need for sewerage.
(Global)
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(16) We must be sharp or well miss the train.
(College)
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(18) He’s a very sharp dresser.
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(20) She is really keen on going swimming.
(Random)
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Table 1  Comparison of meanings of ‘acute’, *keen’, and
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Table 2  Frequency of each meaning of ‘acute’, ‘keen’, and
‘sharp’ in actual uses

Bk acute keen | sharp
RARE M 5 6 3
FIMEDS S 9 17 2
EAS R oA 3 1 1
EMoTn 0 2 6
T — T RE MR 0 0 0
{o&EYh LI 0 0 15
FEAIFEL 0 0 0
ERFEN 0 0 0
BB EZEL 0 0 0
IS/ I O 0 0 0
BIPHIT LS4 0 0 0
JAA D L 2 0 0
BE - BV LY 28 20 21
FEF 6 LT 0 0 4
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EFUEULE 0 0 0
TCEL - TN 0 0 0
W7 - Lo 0 0 0
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(25) Dogs have been trained to detect bladder
cancer by sniffing urine, using their acute
sense of smell to identify a tiny but

characteristic odor released by tumors, a
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study published Saturday says.
(J.T. Sunday, September 26, 2004 p.1)

< TEnfERgiyvy ) DG >

(26) The earliest Japanese literature shows a keen

appreciation of the beauties of seascapes,
mountains, and wooded dells, and today
Japanese are avid visitors to renowned

beauty spots, sometimes all but destroying
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brought the first boatload of Negroes to
Virginia. The new colony (it had been
settled only twelve years earlier), like all the
American Colonies for the next century and a
half, was facing an acute labor shortage, and
the habit of depending on Negro slaves to
work in the tobacco fields caught on and

spread.

(Henry S.Commager “The American People”
FEitt (1971 p.D)

(32) The European Union has shown a keen interest

them in their enthusiasm.
(Edwin O. Reischauer “The Japanese” fX
%% (1980) p.10)
< TduFadrevyy DREF>

(27) Ttalians are keen businessmen with centuries

in the North Korean situation from the outset.
It has provided extensive humanitarian and
technical assistance as well as food aid to the
people of the North.

(JT. Wednesday, March 12, 2003 p.20)
stones. (33) The sharp decline in federal budget surpluses

of experience. In the past, Italian

merchants traveled to Africa and Asia, and

brought back spices, silks, and precious

( Joan McConnell “Understanding Europe” prompted powerful Democrats to announce

2% (1991) p.18) last week that they will not support Bush’s

< TERoTo) OREFI> request for the additional Pentagon funding.

(28) Franklin reasoned, rightly, that the lightning (J.T. Sunday, August 26, 2001 p.1)

conductor would work best with a sharp end. < THEZFITR L CEsie ) OREFI>

This was disputed by some scientists, who (34) The sharpest words came late Wednesday

argued for a rounded end, and the Royal from Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin

Society in England had to arbitrate. Ramadan, who accused U.N. inspectors of

( Jacob Bronowski “The Ascent of Man” 4=

B% (1977 p.19) and of staging the intrusion into a

< (K o& Ly ORERFI>

(29) People with dark skin usually have dark eyes

being “spies” for the United States and Israel,

presidential palace Tuesday as a provocation

that could lead to war.

also. Dark brown eyes can get a sharper (J.T. Saturday, December 7, 2002 p.1)

image of what they're looking at than < Tao - Bam) ofRFEF>

light-colored eyes. (35) There was, I believe, a lavatory somewhere
(Ashley Montagu “The Story of People” 4
Ex (1988) p.41)

< DAL DfERF > visiting it.

( Roald Dahl “BOY Tales of Childhood” #2

such acute pain that even the agony of the itk (1988) p.49)

operation might not be greater, and death < B - BRE LT A ) DR ERF >

(36) France assumes the six'month rotating

along the corridor, but only an attack of acute

diarrhea would be accepted as an excuse for

(30) Only when patients were already undergoing

was anyway the sole alternative, would the

surgeon’s knife and saw be called for. presidency of the European Union in July,
( Jack Meadows “A Revolution in Life
Sciences” FERENE (1992) p.33)

< T2 - EEVARE LYY ofRFE1>

(81) It was in 1619 that a Dutch merchantman

and 1s keen to forge a common sense of
purpose with its traditional partner.
(JT. Tuesday, May 23, 2000 p.16)
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(37) Living here has taught me that my master’s
land is much farther advanced into the new
crisis of the modern age than mine is.
Nowhere are the problems of industrial
society more acute than here.

( William Mensendick “I am not a Japanese”
wmHt (1994) p.99)

(38) Spurred by a spate of vicious crimes and a
sharp rise in crimes by foreigners, the
number of criminal offenses in Japan last
year reached a record postwar high of
2,735,612 cases.

(J.T. Friday, October 11, 2002 p.18)

(39) South Korea’s new president is not keen on
military action, and North Korea is taking
advantage of our preoccupation with Iraq to
practice nuclear brinkmanship.

(J.T Wednesday, March 19, 2003 p.16)

(40) T had no keener pleasure than in following

sharp® %t IR BT

Table 3  Frequency of “serious” and “positive” in ‘acute’,

‘keen', and ‘sharp' in actual uses

Ek acute | keen | sharp
BAM - RS 28 4 21
HEN 0 20 0

Holmes in his professional investigations,
and in admiring the rapid deductions, as
swift as intuitions, and yet always founded
on a logical basis, with which he unravelled
the problems which were submitted to him.

( A. C. Doyle “The Speckled Band” #F%e4t:
(1951) p.2)
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sharp . EMER T, < oEHY LTV D7
Y EENREAE LN &, ETC A
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1) BE#ES : completely, perfectly, thoroughly @
STBEWROY, SEESEFEREEE S
FIE, 24, pp. 117-126  (2005)

2) BEZFES . anxiety, concern, worry OXTREE S
¥, BERTHIFELE, 52, pp. 37-41 (2011)

3) BE#EX . flourish, prosper, thrive OXREL
srir, BEEHEFELE, 53, pp. 149-163
(2012)

4) Progressive English-Japanese Dictionary (/]
FE,  1987)

5} Random House English-Japanese Dictionary AN
FHE,  1994)

6) The New Global English—Japanese Dictionary (=
BE,  1994)

7) New College English—Japanese Dictionary  (#ff
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Fet,  1994) 10)  Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
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New Proceed English—Japanese Dictionary (-~ (KAEREZSE, 1992)
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