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On Imaginary Space in Kurt Vonnegut’s Novels
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Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007) depicted a number of imaginary spaces in his novels and short stories.

Partly

because of these imaginary spaces or fantastic stories, he would be thought as a Science Fiction writer or the
like and accordingly his later novels have not been highly evaluated. Some of his novels, however, have been
considered as one of the exemplary postmodern fictions in the late 20® century. This paper reconsiders his
imaginary spaces in an earlier novel and a short story and it examines the imaginary space in Galdpagos, one of

his later novels.
among our ordinary lives.

It reveals that his imaginary spaces would help to depict the collapse of binary oppositions
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Fig.1 From the Expo 67, the Montreal, Canada World's
Fair as part of the American Pavilion designed by
Buckminster Fuller [FHEMMERSHBMH~==27
V] FIL.
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Slaughterhouse-Five(1969) 123> T Tralfamadore
B AL » TENE BN Y —(Billy Pilgrim)23 .
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And Billy traveled in time to the zoo on
Tralfamadore. He was forty-four years old, on display
under a geodesic dome.
question. The atmosphere outside the dome was
cyanide, and Earth was 446,120,000,000,000,000 miles
away. (SF 111-112)

Escape was out of the
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Billy was displayed there in the zoo in a simulated
Earthling habitat. Most of the furnishings had been
stolen from the Sears Roebuck warehouse in Iowa City,
Iowa. There was a color television set and a couch
that could be converted into a bed. There were end
tables with lamps and ashtrays on them by the couch.
There was a home bar and two stools. There was a
little pool table. There was wall-to-wall carpeting in
federal gold, except in the kitchen and bathroom areas
and over the iron manhole cover in the center of the
floor. There were magazines arranged in a fan on the
coffee table in front of the couch. (SF 112)
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“The pills were ethical because they didn’t interfere
with a person’s ability to reproduce, which would have
been unnatural and immoral. All the pills did was take
every bit of pleasure out of sex.” (Welcome 20y —K
HE =7 —TiX, TV ERLISHBXILHRND
Ay—Vikko THEFEARK #%Eéhéoﬁﬂw
a call to the nearest Ethical Suicide Parlor and find out
how friendly and understanding a Hostess could be.”
(Welcome 32) F AR, 5 LBRIZKFELT
BRh50R, “ABOE Y —(Billy the Poet) THh 5,
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There was a circle of sickly light above. It proved to
be moonlight filtered through the plastic polygons of an
enormous geodesic dome. (... ) There was only one
dome like that on Cape Cod. It was in Hyannis Port
and it sheltered the ancient Kennedy Compound.
(Welcome 38)
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NV (EREAR), VA AAX U= A NOLFEIE).
) —FwoXr by a(BBET AV I ALME).
b - nlFEHENEERER). 6 AOTAR
JR(E 7T FAVRERE), BREVSDEEEL
EET.HAFEEPT TERBM MR SN DSHEED
RIE TEM) 2/hE L, BEOABRICHEET LT
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235,
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This very successful bird was called by human
beings a “flightless cormorant.” ... Somewhere along
the line of evolution, the ancestors of such a bird must
have begun to doubt the value of their wings, just as, in
1986, human beings were beginning to question
seriously the desirability of big brains.( Galdpagos 34)

AMIE, ERCRELLEMO N TXRAZESSED
— TR RBEEELH L TE L, TOMDIRIL
LRBES T MOREICL > THRBICEEL TV
BHLMAEHICEZLTLED,

Their arms have become flippers in which the hand
bones are almost entirely imprisoned and immobilized.
Each flipper is studded with five purely ornamental
nubbins, attractive to members of the opposite sex at
mating time. These are in fact the tips of four
suppressed fingers and a thumb. Those parts of people’s
brains which used to control their hands, moreover,
simply don’t exist anymore, and human skulls are now
much more streamlined the skull, the more successful
the fisher person. (Galdpagos 185)

—FH . REFOEFFRFELEERNTERET ANV
v F~Z AL, “Irish elk survived for two and a
half million years, in spite of the fact that their antlers
were too unwieldy for fighting or self-defense, and kept
them from seeking food in thick forests and heavy
brush.” (Galdpagos 25-26) & . E/OKKH & LT
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VT w7 H A S D Mandarax BENTH D, HAEA
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B BHEEAT U —1X, “whether a woman could be
impregnated by another one on a desert island without
any technical assistance led to her taking action.” & \»
FEREENIN, FOBIIASEBbn -0
FA X, “Doubt, of whatever kind, can be ended in Action
alone.” &9 ThomasCaryle DEIETHLY ., £DFE
ERBHPSNENOLSIC, ZOREAE (T I
XoTHEPDII LT B,
though hypnotized, dips her right index finger into

“Mary Hepburn, as

herself and then into an eighteen-year-old Kanka-bono
woman, making her pregnant.” (Galdpagos 266-267)
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We are glorious accidents of an unpredictable
process with no drive to complexity, not the expected
results of evolutionary principles that yearn to produce
a creature capable of understanding the mode of its own
necessary constructing.” (Quoted in Morse 141)
ZHRED N

Donald Morse 1x. [H 73T 205
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