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Reading speed (RS) has become one of the most frequently used measurements for second language (1.2)

learners’ grammatical competence. However, potential relationships between grammatical competence

manifested in on-line performance such as RSs and that in other types of tasks has not been clarified. This

paper reports on a self-speed reading task administered to intermediate level Japanese learners of English and

compare the results with their results for a standardized English proficiency test. The results suggest that these

learners’ on-line sentence processing is not directly related to their explicit knowledge of L2 grammar.
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(1) a. ...the teacher works long hours in his office

during the week. (S<3sg>-V)
b. ...those three doctors smoke outside the
hospital everyday. (S<pl>-V)

c. ...the student often works at a restaurant around
the corner. (§S<3sg>-Adv-V)

d. ..those three workers usually walk to the
factory on Wednesdays. (S<pl>-Adv-V)

e. ...the boy in the blue jacket takes his mother to
the hospital everyday. (S<3sg>-PP<sg>-V)

f. ...the teacher with the cute earrings drinks a lot
of tea between classes. (S<3sg>-PP<pl>-V)-

g. I know that those three girls in that music class
live in the same

(S<pl>-PP<sg>-V)

apartment in town.

h. I’m sure that those three students with the blue
notebooks read a lot of books at the library.

(S<pl>-PP<pl>-V)
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AM 4 73.67 10.49
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Table 6: ZHHEHEE RS(RT/W) & AM BIDIEZFEDFE
B8 (Pearson OO FEEHEEEK)

AMI1 147
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*p<.05, **p<.01
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