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The Contrastive Semantics of ‘ban’', ‘forbid', and ‘prohibit'
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This paper offers a contrastive analysis of the meanings of ‘ban’,

‘forbid', and ‘prohibit.’ The

analysis was made based on the descriptions of these words in dictionaries and their uses in newspapers

and other articles.

The results of the analysis show that ‘ban’ means to refuse to allow by authorities,

‘forbid' means to refuse to allow officially or personally, and ‘prohibit’ means to refuse to allow by laws

or rules.
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1 [FCs®IZ

EFE, L IHFRFEOREROERSITCEY A
TW5, BE (2006)Y Tl completely,
thoroughly %, BJ& (2006)* Cid origin, root,
. BE(008)Y Tt actual, real &, FNFNSL
-, AN, BABICRLESES, AU X TEET
5] OBEWRIZ/: HEhEE ban, forbid, prohibit Zxf&R L

. BEESTERSED,

“%@ﬁ%i NETEFEET, E78HE - HRORK

Wb REILEMLUEL T, WO TEBRIZIE LR
MO - BRESGICHELED S Z LIZT D,

perfectly,

source

2 BE-#HAaoRk

I DT, BEEOFER) G, ban, forbid, prohibit
DEEROEWNIDNT, KERRBLEITTHD, &
BB L7-FE13. /NFEE Progressive English-Japanese
Dictionary (1987)% . /N % £  Random
English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)%, =4 The New
Global English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)% . WFZEH:

House

New College English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)7 .
FAEEE Genius English—Japanese Dictionary (1994)
~ R v ¥ New Proceed English-Japanese Dictionary
(1994)? | #AJEZESE Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English (1987) D 7 >Th D,

WO, ZH 3B L TEETHEALN TV HER
FEICIEE LTJ%?LCO bhbAh, 3FBEL [EIET5] &
WOSREEIEE A LN TWD A, ZOMIZ, forbid &

prohibit {ZHk, MhiF 21 EWVIRERH D, —7F ban
Wid, Rt OCRETER, BT 51 OFENRDH D, Hl
XHEEFTEIY, AL, BKT2) OfS0T#E->T
ViR,
(1) The treaty bans underground nuclear tests.
(Proceed) (k4 2)
(2) The law forbids animals in hotel rooms.
(College) (BEIE+3)
(3) Smoking in this railway carriage is strictly
prohibited. (Longman) G4 5)
(4) The river forbids the approach of the army.
(Random) 5T 5)
(5) His poor eyesight prohibited him from
becoming a pilot. (Proceed) GhiF5)

SEMEWNEELDDH L, Tablel DX 512703, (O
BiERHAZ L%, XITBEN VI EETRT,)
HEOFI R RTONT, IRICE DW=, Hilg ) 2

I B AN TORBRIEDENTH B,

(6) Alcohol is prohibited in public parks.
(Progressive)
(7) My father forbade me the use of his car

(Global)
(8) Our school prohibits our going to the movies
alone. (Genius)
(9) The authorities banned visitors from smoking
in the building.
(10) She forbade me to join the party.

(Progressive)

(Genius)
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Table 1 Meanings of ‘bar’, “forbid, and ‘prohibit’ in
dictionaries
BLLOEE ban forbid | prohibit
MEEIET5 ) O O O
T %) X O O
BE) e paY O x X

(1) My father forbade that I should use his car.
(Global)

ONIAFTHEET S M) 2R LTS, MHRAL4
RS TWAR, ) TiEad T fTa) #RL T
5, @~1UDbH MTH) 2RLTODB, ThZh. 8
47, BAIEE+from B)AF. BAUEE+to AEF. that #i
TRELTND, ZNbDHIBLEDKRRFELENTS
ITDNWT, 3FEOHITEVDH D Z EIZRB DU,

FIZEWNE LTBRIZSWEo, Ty Tz
HLUTEETAENEWIRTHD, bzl

(12) The dictator banned all newspapers and books

that criticized his regime. (Random)

(13) Her father forbade her to marry the man.

(College)
(14) The rules prohibit students from drinking.
(College)
EONWT TR BIE LT ANEETHRS &, (12)
Vi THERRE S, (AT T D<@ ARy, (1 Nk -
HARS], FhENEIEL WS, [FEhic) s LTELE
LT EEATHS & (121 TR RO A2 2],
A3k MFED ALY, O TH %0 (51 7) DA%
WL ENENELE L TO D, FEEOFILER~TAHD &
3O, 2R’ T2nis) ftLTEIET 50
VD RIZDWT, AL CERDENDRH D Z LA
o7,

FIZTC, BT, D Mg BIET AN ONTOERE
FikE, 2) TlZhnd) Ehic) stUT&EiE325, &
VWD 2BIIZDNT, 3FEDEVEEEDTAHAD Z LT
B, BT 2] &V OEWRE ban (2L Ld
RRHEOAERO TR Z T, [HIET5) WO E
ROBEE T D] L0 BEEROBEIZONT, EW
EEEOTHD,

© B4+ 5] OEWROES
1) M%) #4235 hOREFHEOEND
B~UDITRLIZ L D KRB FED S bT, EOFHR

s L2 R
Table 2 Comparison of expressions of the objects
of ‘refusing to allow’ in dictionaries
i % | ban forbid | prohibit
47 W) O O @)
THERTHH O O O
ENE] O O O
HAY5E + from &)
. O O O
el
BEOFE+t0
- X O X
TEFH
that & X O X

FEPMERATEYE . FEILFOREIZ- DWW TORED
BOHENEIPTHRLCE LD THDLE, Table2 D XL
S22 5, BEIMEVDL Lo T, TR SR
LRVOTHDHH, 7 ODFFEOWT NI RIENSTTH
L CHhIUIMMATIEE & KB L= 0T, B3 LF DM
MERETE TS EEbh 5, Table2236, M%) ik
TEPDFRBFIECOWTE, £FE). TAHE2ETL
., B4E, BAUE4from BIAFIL. 3EEE LEAF
EETH DM, BAGEE+to ~EH, that #itk, forbid @
IMEREEETHDL LWV IEVDBIEHTE S, ffIstE LT
X, @~ADESRLTWIZEETY,

—OfERH B, (BT 5] OBEKROBE, BEIFE+
from EV&ENL, 3FEEL LEMATRR LB ~7A, forbid
OB NFREDEEEDH Th o7, forbid DHFEIL, H
BIEE+to NER. that BiMERAFIEEZKE. HAVEE+
from BVAFNIIHE VEARINBRWAREELH D £ 2T
HD, INEREDOFFEOHIE —DFET TEI .,

(15) We are forbidden from holding another job.

(Random)

2) T=has) 1720 BEIET300E0N

FF 00 BT 2 0hOBNNI OV THSTE RN
THBE, bhAA k- R0 EET201335%
HFISTIEH B3, FOMUC, ban (XFRT THEEE - AR
12 < | forbid 13 [ Z < E#OME A | A3%67)35 7, prohibit
AT EERDY ZiETaflchol, WIC (SR
2] S UTERIE§ B DBEWIZDWTHICEF~THS
& . ban & prohibit (X MtE—fXD A %] 3% < | forbid
W TBEDN] NEh T, F72 prohibit (Zi% [H A%
B (ZA47) OAN2| OELPRD Rohniz, Ikt
Tk, AD~ADEBRL TS0,
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© s DEKROSE

D iz ] 153 5 ORBIFEDEN

Table 2 & RO HIET, il | 4517 2 0 DERBHATTIE
DEVIZONWTEEDDH L, Table3D L D05,
XL T, BEVF-oXD LARVOTHLA, iR
& LT, forbid {3 BAYEE +to REFA, prohibit L HAY
FEHfrom BTN ENENE T, HIXENL< O
FFTBI I,

(16) The accident forbade us to carry out the plan.

(Genius)

(17) The expenses prohibit a vacation this year.

(Random)

(18) Our budget prohibited further increase in
expenditure. (Global)

(199 The rain prohibited us from going out.
(Global)

2) [7Endd) T2hizy st Ui 2 hoEn

FILEFFR TR, T3 OBkOEE,
21 TRy STLTERF A E NS Z 8z 0T,
forbid & prohibit {ZEWIFE U bhviedoic, WTho
AL, DRI - 558 A2 X2, FORLLEBRIC)H b
STWBIEEF L THIT R LV BHRTH T,
@, 6). A)~ANEBML TWTZET,

DlEFEE 05 L, HFEOTRENS 3F/OEVE LTE
oo, 1) Milk] BIET S - $hif 2 00RES
EOEW, 2) [y 1N s LTERT 200
EV, D28 THD, 3OERIOEBZEIZBNTS, IO
2 mAERLIZ, 3FEOBENVWERAZLICT S,

BT, 3EBOEROENIOWVT, FEEIZHE > T
7RO ERLLDERBNLTEZ I,

(20) Global

banth&#Y - $ERIRERIE

forbid ZE LD EBR TR b EROFE ; EBITHE -
BE - EMNEL, FOELATLND
DOIRHREBTFEND,

prohibit: R - 7238 C S, {EHEIC L D5
k| 2T,

(21) Genius
ban: < R - {TEh72 & > % (EI9I2) Bk 5,
forbid:{E AP EEIET A 5E
prohibit:<{% - M{f7e ¥ > <fF4 - E>EH
1725,

Table 3 Comparison of expressions of the objects of
‘preventing’ in dictionaries
M4 ban forbid | prohibit
) X X O
AR T4T X O O
45 X X O
HEEE+from B y JAE =5 o
47 )
HHIEE+to A~
e X O X
TR
that i X X X

3 EHIHhoOER

2 DEBETKOWEIZONT, Efihb S HIZELE
LTCHD, EFIEH (The Japan Times MUT J.T.)
RFRERE £ A5 ban % 55 i, forbid % 51 ffl, prohibit
# 51 BNEE L7z,

T3 UNEE L7 ER A, Table 1 OFHRAIIRES THrdE
L THBE, Tabled DL I /572, ban il B
T5] OFIRN 1BEIR DA -7, &R L, T 5]
ORFE, 3FEELRONLRM T, EYITET 15
EF5) ORITH-T, 1LY, 3FEES [BEET D)
OREOHEENRRV I ENTREND, BT 5] OfF
B TESFHZ LI, L 0HZT, ban D BT L)
OFEZHETTEBI ),

(22) Sri Lanka’s President Chandrika Kumaratunga
declared a state of emergency Saturday, hours
after her foreign minister, an ethnic Tamil who
led efforts to ban the Tamil Tiger rebels as a
terrorist organization, was assassinated at his
home.

(J.T. Monday, August 15, 2005 p.1)

Wiz, 2 TR LI, M%) 25T 2 DRASIED
BOE TR 720 & L TEIET 200 NIID
T, W LEEREZ ST L THD Z 2T 5, (ban @

LBHT 51 OFEkER)

© M| ZEd 30 0REFEOHLE
INEE L 7= %% Table 2 OBHEAIZHE - CHrHEER LT
B% L Table5 DX 577, (prohibit OEFHE
1 SEZ T, 1 OB AREEN 2 25 55
W 1ED 720 5BThD,) Tabled 76K E D ZRAMIC
DNTIEH L THD L,
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Table 4 Frequency of each meaning of ‘ban’, ‘forbid’, and

‘prohibit’ in actual uses

EURRL: ban forbid | prohibit
(145 54 51 51
5 5 | 0 0 0
HERT 5 1 0 0
gt 55 51 51

© (&30, 1174 %F T4 ban & prohibit
Nt 27N
@ TEAE] B3EELBELIREEMBR O
23, TE895E +from 4] (£ ban & prohibit
WCRFEINR R0 . BT prohibit IZED o7,
2T, forbid ® ZOMAFIITEEETH LN E
R L0k, EHITITHEEThH T
® THEFE+to TEF) 13 forbid (ZEBMIZZE <
R-oMo7z, ban (3, Table2 D@D | EFIT
HESEETH 7= A3, prohibit 13, FEEITIIFIX
ek olob oo, EFR LEIR 27,
@ Tthat &) (3. BEE0N 6, EFER DG RH
2T,
BT, REFAEZZFETTEL,
(23) It is surely unfair to ban books just because
they contain vocabulary which has become
taboo since the books were written.

( Paul Snowden “Cultural Awareness’ MiRZ/E
(1988) p.30) (&FAE))

(24) The churches in this region were, for example,
always in the fore-front of the movement for
prohibiting the consumption of alcohol.

( Henry B. Parkes “The American Experience”
Bigeit (1971 pd4)  (TAERTAFD

(25) He is to serve 18 months in jail and pay ¥10
million in fines. It is the first time that a Diet
member has received a final conviction under a
law that bans the taking of bribes through
political mediation. (He: Kishiro Nakamura )

(J.T. Wednesday, January 29, 2003 p.16)
(B )

(26) A Republican-initiated bill is scheduled to be
submitted to the House of Representatives this
week that would prohibit the U.S. from

removing Pyongyang from a list of states that

i TEEE R
Table 5 Comparison of expressions of the objects of
‘refusing to allow’ in actual uses
[{e] % | ban forbid | prohibit
25 #) 13 4 8
TRERTEH 25 14 21
Eh E 13 8 9
H 955 +from Eh
- 3 0 13
4 5]
HigsE+to A
s 0 25 1
EF
that & 0 0 0
B 54 51 52

sponsor terrorism before Japanese abductees in
North Korea are released, according to
congressional sources.
(JT. Monday, September 24, 2007 p.1)
(BAYEE+from BHhAF)

(27) Regulations in most countries forbid us to let
genetically engineered creatures loose in the
open air.

( Freeman Dyson “Infinite in All Directions” B
Ex (1989 p.60) (HEYFE+to TNEF)

(28) The delay, and the extension of the war into
Cambodia, led to more protests at home, and he
ordered the Central Intelligence Agency to
investigate the protesters, although the agency
was prohibited by law to operate inside the
United States. (he: Nixon )

“The Story of America”

(HRJEE+to e

( Louis Heren wmEE

(1977) p.95)

© IFEnn) (12hic) BT 2300k

E. (N5 BT ADOENCONT, EFZH
RCHD, 2OBLET, KEMIHGETT, HERE -
M. B #HB), TD<KERDEAN) KAHTESD
LERFERE LN, ERERTAHADE, TEE - 2bb L]
L DNETEEDT, ZRBIMAT, 420008 E
HYAZ LT U7, FERIL Table6 D X D727,
Table 6 7> & KEDREEICOWVTHERET 5 & .

O THERE - MfR) X ban ol

© Nk - BRI X338 E LB ROh o728
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Table 6

in actual uses

7= s) ban forbid | prohibit
FERCHE - ARk 27 13 6
# - RAY 27 30 43
BE - 2oblL 0 6 2
T E@EEA 0 2 0
Bl 54 51 51

2 prohibit (2454,
® MEE - 7254 L) 1 prohibit (ZH Roho 7278,
forbid (226>, ban ITHETH -7,
@ TZ<EEDMAL (T HZ TR0, forbid (2
DIHRDIoT,

D, @, @i, 2OBEICEEL TS, LT, AFEHF

BEF LD,

(29)  Authorities have detained 50 suspects in
connection with an explosion in the Shiite holy
city of Najaf, and have banned cars from
entering the downtown area to prevent future
car bombings, Gov. Adnan al-Zurufi said
Monday.

(J.T Wednesday, December 22, 2004 p.1)
(HEBE - D

(30) The 18% Amendment to the U.S. constitution
prohibited the manufacture and sale of
alcoholic beverages.

( Robert H. Walker “American Society” MHEL
(1980) p.72) (& - #HAD

(31)  Well'mannered people were also strictly
forbidden to say anything witty or clever. If
anything of the kind was said, usually by a
foreigner or a famous Irishman, at a dinner
table, silence followed.

( Luigi Barzini “Modern Europe” = &
(1986) p.38) (BE - 7ebbl)

(32) The huntsman drew off the wolf’s skin and
went home with it; the grandmother ate the
cake and drank the wine which Red-Cap had
brought, and revived, but Red-Cap thought to
herself: “As long as I live, I will never by

myself leave the path, to run into the wood,

Comparison of the subjects of ‘refusing to allow’

Table 7 Comparison of the indirect objects of ‘refusing to

allow’ in actual uses

=iz ban forbid | prohibit
{HR—AR DA% 51 23 37
HoGE (XA 3 21 10
7 DAx
BEOA 0 7 4
B 54 51 51

when my mother has forbidden me to do so.”
(Erich Fromm “The Forgotten Language” #4A
# (1963) p.46) (Z<EEDEN)
WA, 72002 AT 5 @& DUV TG 2 FH

RTHED, 2OBFBRTHEB L RO A~ ],

(HBEE (F47) DAL], BEDOAN] OSEIC

HoT, L TAHDE, RTOEDITRD, XTH

B, RENRERIZOWTHEBLTADL &

O MO A~ 13, 3FEE LEHEAGB R o0
~7-5%, ban, prohibit, forbid DJEIZZ <. FRZ
ban 23&h>72,

© THrEE (F147) OAx] i, forbid IZFFIZZE
Hro7-h8, prohibit ICHHEEER DD 0T,

® T#EEDOA] i, forbid & prohibit DI H DA
V. ban IXEETH -7, prohibit ©4HlE, £
TERESEETLOTHEMN, —is FFE] T
HHOT, ZIIWHELE, forbid D7HDS L
5HH EEDEAN) 2RTHLOTH oI,

D@2 DERIAH LTS, QKL T, Th

LHE (FA47) OAx) DTG HER—RDO A~

EVIEELLTHBDT, forbid iCE>TNS EH

AbiLd, 20ERET, [HoEWE (F17) DA~

iX, prohibit iCH T L EFER L, EEMIZRNT

b DRE RO To A, T idIECR R oo F#uB -

KREBETLIHATHDLEBZDENTED, U

T. REFEETTEZ D,

(33) One can see how assaults motivated by jealous
quarrels and personal conflicts are more likely
to have lethal results in the United States
than in countries that ban the use of firearms.

(Marvin Harris “America Now” fa$34:  (1985)
p-57)  (HERE—RkDA%)
(34) There are now businesses in the United States

that forbid their employees not only to smoke
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on the job but also at home!
( Jane Barnes Mack
B R (1993) p.3)
(2A47) DAx)
(35) The Supreme Court concluded that Nakamura

“Postmodern Culture in

(& % i

America”

had used his influence to prevent the FTC
from filing charges against the group of
builders and from investigating suspected bid
collusion among its members. In doing so,
the court expanded the scope of application of
the law that prohibits politicians from taking
bribes through mediation.
(JT. Wednesday, January 29, 2003 p.16)
(B2EE (2 147) DAx)

(36) He arrived off the coast of Hispaniola. He
knew he had been forbidden to land, but his
experience as a sailor told him a hurricane
was near. He sent a message asking if he

might shelter his ships in the harbor until the

(He: Columbus)
“The Story of Christopher
Columbus” ARER (1994) p.79) (FFED

A)

storm had passed.

( Scoular Anderson

Lk, EFIOEEND IFFOFENMI DN TONo7Z
LEFEDTAHLII, T k] BIETEHOREAS
EOE NS, ban (IAFATRRATHZ L03%<
prohibit |4 F, MARTHRATHZ ENEL, —F
forbid iTto REFTERETH Z ENE N EVIENLESH
BIEDbholn, Wi Ehns) 2 Zikd 50
DHEE D 1, ban (IR - MMk &R kO A~
WA LTI D Z L 23% < | prohibit ik - HEID,
FOBAX R E 2D N IZK LTEET 2 Z £ <
— 75 forbid XN T T2 <, I EHEOEANDFFED
MNIH L TEIETAEELEDR. E0OIEVRHD L
Miohro7z, prohibit @ [HAGFE+from BVAF OF
BAEIZ DN T, BIRECIECRAIOEASEE - xt5%
BELTNAEWND Z EEERM LA, forbid i THEY
FE+to RER ORBUESZ O G, BREET 720
XL TEIETH00FHR UBELT 20T, forbid 12
BoTNDENLEEZDZEWNTESNL LIV,

4 FE&OH
DI EDESEREE 2 T, ban, forbid, prohibit DE

53505 (2009)

fir e T3 oA

BB OWTRELIRHET S,
(37) ban: tEBEE - Mk &R RO N 2%t
LCEiET5
forbid: HERE - MRERROUE - HHBIY HE— DA~
RREDOWARIG E e B AN iTxt LTI
TBHEWVI T TCEBEOMEAR
BEOMIG L TEIET2BE5LED 2
IR ERT S
prohibit: # - MBIk, FoEAME LR
HAxIIRI LT, AL TS

BSE R
1) BE#E5 : completely, perfectly, thoroughly @
MRERST, 2EEREHEMERAEHEES

Zesede 24, pp. 117-126  (2005)

2) BE#ESE . origin, root, source OD%EEEBRAT,
EREEMICHE, 46, pp. 61-67 (2006)

3)  BRE#ES. actual & real OXHEERSH, BB
EERFIEACEE, 48,  pp. 37-42  (2008)

4) Progressive English—Japanese Dictionary %N

HE,  1987)

5) Random House English—Japanese Dictionary Uh
FHE,  1994)

6) The New Global English—Japanese Dictionary (=
HEE, 1994)

7) New College English—Japanese Dictionary (HF
JeAt,  1994)

8) Genius English-Japanese Dictionary (KIEEE,
1994)

9) New Proceed English-Japanese Dictionary (%
Fvt,  1994)

10) Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

(HAIFESSE,  1987)



