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The Contrastive Semantics of ‘refuse' and ‘reject’
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Abstract

B B Z % (TORII Kouei)

This paper offers a contrastive analysis of the meanings of ‘refuse' and ‘reject.’ The analysis was
pap y ) i) y

made based on the descriptions of these words in dictionaries and their actual uses in newspapers

and other articles. The results of the analysis show that ‘refuse' means to show or state strong

unwillingness to accept or give anything or to do anything and ‘reject' means to firmly show or state

strong unwillingness to accept static objects, such as things, ideas, or values.

1 L&

W, T OHREREOEREOEKRSTICED
HMATWD, BE(1995)" Tl say, tell, speak,
talk . B/E(1998a)" Tl choose, select, elect
. BB (1998b)" T & chance, opportunity,
occasion . BRE(2000)" TiX all, whole, entire,
total &, BE (2003) ¥ ¢l foolish, silly, stupid
T, Fhehofi Uiz, SEIE. BHAREICRLUES
&, BU &SI BT % DREBRIC 22 5 B3 refuse
& reject ZXRE LT, BHERMTERAA S,

AFDOFEFINETLEKRT, FTHE - it
DFRH S KERABUEIL T, WO TEEICE
LERABDEMT - BEEE2ISIHELEDDZ LKL
T3,

2 B#E - HAORH

22Tt HEDRRY 5. refuse & reject D
BRDBENWZDWT, KERFRBELENLTTHAS. &
B LU k= & E W& . /% f  Progressive
English-Japanese Dictionary (1987)" . /N £g
Random House English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)",
= 4 % The New Global English-Japanese
Dictionary (1994)" . #f %& #t New College
English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)" . K1 £E
Genius English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)", ~
% w+ New Proceed English-Japanese Dictionary

(1994)1Y | 47 J& & J§ Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English (1987)* D7 25C%H %,
Y, FIXERTVT, FEORHZIIENDD S
ENVNS ZLERD DOV, BNEEDSZ DD,
EEDONBERREPRIIN—TITHEL, refuse,
reject DFNTNDBEDIN—TRRZLT 20 %
EZCHBI LI U, BEOHAERZSEICL
T, EFOREEMELTCHDI L. KREL 6 DDV
N—=TUHFTeNBZehbdroz6 2D NV—T
LiE. B ZIEROFIXIIRINRTWD LSRRIV
—7THb.
(1) She refused his offer to help her.
(Global)
(2) They refused Tom the promotion.
(Progressive)
(3) 1 proposed to her, but she rejected me.
(Proceed)
(4) My stomach still rejects anything solid.
(College)
(5) reject all imperfect merchandise
(College)
(6) She refused to marry him. (Genius)

(1) ~ (6) KBV TETONRER>TNBHHD
ZIEICRTW &, (1) EBWTIE his offer &1
5. AERS5E MRIFANZIREDD] (2) KB
Tk the promotion &5 THFIIEA 20D
D5 ) KB\ Tikme 23 TAZFDOHD,, (4)
2BV TIX anything solid LWV S RERL LTOR

' BB ITEESHMER —BEA (3 (WbEHTELRIITERER 30)
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. bbb TEZN 2D (5) KBV Tt all

; imperfect merchandise . $bbH TR (6)

| 2BV i to marry him W03 T8 %, £h?

hESONZREROTNVD, BT, 20 MZiF AR

REBDY THFILEZ22DDHD ), TAZD

YO TEZMRNEY ) TFRRERL. T74 D6

DOIN—=TEFhZNIZIDONT, FRERZICLS

DS, refuse, reject LHEBESDRELHT

AL,

1) TR ANZARELD) 2REET2HE
Z ORI, refuse, reject X550 8H 3,

(7) Ihad to refuse his invitation. (Genius)

(8) She rejected my suggestion. (Longman)

2) MFIEZZ D00 2REETEHARE
ZDORKI, refuse DATH %, reject IZiEHIxC
DBRYESIRD oI,

(9) The bank refused the company a loan.
(College)

3) TAZDbD ) 2NELT K
Z DRI, refuse DIFE, HE VHIXIRY =
Bz o B8, College ZidBIXAE> TV,
reject DA, I FE AL (Genius 2R ) DFrE
ZHIDE > Tz,

(10) I could not refuse them. (College)

(11) The boy is rejected by his parents. (Global)

4) TEZERNEY)) 2REE T2 /%
ZDRER. reject DA TH %, refuse IZiFHIX
DBRYE=LRD o=,

(12) If tissue types are not matched properly, a
patient undergoing a transplant will reject
the graft. (Random)

5 TARE) 2XBETIHE
Z DRI, reject DA TH %, refuse IZiEHIxX
DRYESRPoTE,

(18) Choose the good apples and reject the bad
ones. (Longman)

6) M7 2XNRE 2 HE
Z DRZEE. refuse DHTH %, reject [P
BRYE=S o1,

(14) 1

(Longman)

DUEDHEZRIIELDZE RIDLSIIR3.(O

FREDH 2%, XIEFHEPRVWI EBTRT,)
£ 156 refuse & reject DERMES BT

3L,

1) THFCEZ2200b0) 2M8LT2H

#®id. refuse DAIIH B,
2) TEZNRXNEM TTRE REMZDD

refuse to answer that question.

BB TEESHEMER
Table 1 Objects of refusing or rejecting
refuse reject

ZIFANDZREHD O O
MECH52220D080 | O x
AZDHD @) O
ERELpAF LT X O
TR X O

174 @) X

DEMNFEETHHAEE. reject DARIZH B,

3) 7%y 25 35 FAkiE, refuse DA

H5.
DESWirB,

IHI TRIFANDRE DL, refuse, reject
ELLDETORNRIILRV S 2DIFTH B, &t
BIRBFBUEDVTHLLRATAHREZ A, DLE
WhHdZebhbdoiz, £, Longman, Genius
i, invitation i& refuse DRRIZ LIRS T, —F
plan, suggestion, proposal i& reject dFFIC UH
ROEBV, WS ZER2EHLTVWDE, =,
Progressive, Randomid. /=& 2

(15) Young people reject traditional morality.

(Progressive)
DESIZ, reject IZiXfmiR, L0 & % EME, K
WE. THEYREDIGRIFTZ VWS HELRHZZE
EIEELTCVS, ZORICEELHIXERBELT
ABL, TRIFANBZREHD | PR LZROTNS
BEE. refuse IHREDODHFEISEE5EZIONZHD%E
EET20XDATH oI BEDHENISEZS
N=2WSDTIERLT BIFARZARELES
ZHIW T 2 BB R NE 2 BREEL 3 2 AR,
reject K U RYE=SRdoT,
DL EDEEEOR MY & refuse & reject DIEFD
HEDBNMIDWTERDIVESRTHED, TODH
ZD> % Longman 2k < 6 DiZid, refuse & reject
DEFRAVDEVI DOV TDRRE WMo TV ED T,
ZZWREAMLTBZS,
(16) Progressive
refuse: & o XY UIEHE
reject: ¥ L\ 64

(17) Random
refuse:lfrE & U TIEL
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B2 : refuse & reject DT REB BT

reject:MiE & UTHBLULKIEHT S
(18) Global
refuse:ld o XD EEFhEZ L 2H5

reject: I MVEE T, BICEBEE2L>TH
52 & ‘

(19) College

refuse: AL U=\ EBETH S
reject:refuse X D I HITHVWEBETE - I

IR )
(20) Genius

reject:refuse & b BN TRVEE

(21) Proceed
reject:refuse L H LW H A HBEDON

FLALDHETRROZ EBERIN TS, §

2b b, reject Db refuse L DL, EoX DB
BTIBERAEVWDH L, LWHIEHTH .

Table 2 Frequency of each object of refusing or
rejecting

refuse reject
ZITANBREDLD 5 48
MFILEZ220D8D 6 0
AZEDHD 1 3
B FH 2 R R YD 0 0
AR 0 0
& 41 0
at 53 51

3 HRFHMSDOER

2DERTESVEARIIDNT, EHLrsI i
HEBUTH B, EFIIHFE (The Japan Times LT
J.T.) iz &b 5, refuse & 53 fl. reject
51 FIINEE L 7=,

(A) ETOHNZOLE

* 9, INEE U= refuse & reject ODEFIDIETD
REZIZOVWTHE L THZ. 2fFIER 1 K- T
HETHE, RLDEIITRB,

£ 2 OKREDPREAICDOVT. 20EETRIV
ERIZB>TRTWL E, RO IADIEHTE S,

1) THECH5Z22D0H0) 2NRETHH
#lix. refuse ICDARDPo =,

TEZRRNEY ) TTRE) REWMZDD
DEMNEET 2 AHIL, refuse, reject &b
CEETH- =, '

M7 &A% E T 2AHlE, refuse DA
Robholk,
BaRMNLAFDREOD SR EDT, 2) k<
LUT. 1) &3) B2TEHLEZLEABLTY
%o AT, 1) &3) OREHIZZETTBI S,
MMFICEZ 520060 2XNEETIEE

(22) In California, the state with the largest

2)

3)

number of immigrants absolutely and
proportionately, Governor Pete Wilson won
public support by urging the denial of
public education to children of illegal
immigrants, refusing ecitizenship to

U.S.-born children of illegal immigrants,

(23)

and ending state payments for emergency
medical care for illegal immigrants.

( Samuel P. Huntington “The Clash of
Civilizations” #&E2% (2000) p.8l1)
The electoral calculation that prompted
both Chancellor =~ Gerhard
Schroeder and his rival, conservative
candidate Edmund  Stoiber, to refuse
backing U.S. President
George W Bush’s projected attack on Irag

German

German's to
reflects the German public’s wish to have
no foreign policy at all—least of all a war
policy.
( JT. Wednesday, September 25, 2002
p.18)

141 ENR LT 5B
(24) Although Iraqi authorities deny that such

(25)

weapons systems exist, they refuse to

allow inspectors back into the country to

confirm the Iraqi position.

(J.T. Thursday, March 28, 2002 p.1)
For the

archaeological career was halted.

Schliemann’s
He
wanted to go on to excavate Mycenae, the
But the

Greek government, mindful of the way he

time being,

city of Agamemnon, in Greece.

had smuggled his treasures out of Turkish
territory, refused to give him a chance to
try the same trick on them.

( Robert Silverberg “Lost Cities and
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Vanished Civilizations” ZEEtt (1993
p.57)

RiZ, 2T MRIFANZREHD, i refuse,
reject EH5H5DEEFORNRIZEHRD 5 BH, HRI
RBFBIDUEBVDHEI L EIBHLUEDL, DA
KDOWTHRPITHELTAL D [ZIFANEAE
HD | BRRIZZ> TV S LAFIDERERLTE
EHL, 20FEIH>T, TREDHELISEZ S
hi=dDy & TZFANDIREPESI L E2HWTS
BEN AR AR THBE, RIDES 1A
%o (RLETHXIRIC Lo TEEKEVWHSER B =8,
BRBIN—TIHELEHDLDH .)

RIB, 2THEBMULATEELTRTWL &,
WD 3 [IzZD2KL,

1) invitation  H&JEEL 92 AL, reject @

AICROPo 7=,

2) proposal, suggestion & HHEZE L 3 2 HHIZ.
reject DAIZROH» ok, (plan ZBIEEL
TERPX.BESRPS RorsRdolk,)

3) TRIFANDZIRENES D 2HNT 2 EEHN
BNE) 2 HREEL T AL, refuse iZd
1 HIRDD o=, reject OAFDERMICE
o,

1) & BEOLBRIZRK LTS, refuse DFliLD
RWODT, invitation Z HHEEL T2 AFIB RO
ERPOEIEEPTEIRVDIE LhRND,
reject KZDRBFIBEETE LN ZLiF, #ED
ERRICR LTV %,.2) BFHEDORRICABL TV,
3. refuse L& ZDABINBEELEZE VS KT,
HEOHIXEIZRER>TWED, reject DA DER
WPV ENSZezBEX 2 e, ITHBEOTRIC
BABRLTNWELE LD,

BT M2 ANEZRELD ) 2HELTEAHID
REHIENL ODPBIFTBEZ S, :
TREOHMFEPLEZIONZLD) ZHKEL TS
Ba

refuse DOH

(26) The expected shakeup of the 17-member

Cabinet will be the first since Koizumi
took office in April 2001. Though the
moves may be minor, Koizumi has
reportedly broken with tradition by
refusing recommendations to appease
party factions.

(J.T. Tuesday, October 1, 2002 p.1)

(27) Officer Eduardo Delacruz was suspended

for 30 days without pay last month after

he refused a sergeant’s order to arrest a

BELERSHEMFR

homeless man found sleeping in a

parking garage.

(J.T. Friday, December 27, 2002 p.1)
reject DA

(28) Williams had withdrawn from the
established church before leaving
England, and he rejected an invitation to
become a clergyman in the Boston church
on the grounds that he dared not minister
to an unseparated people.

( Winton U. Solberg “A History of
American Thought and Culture” &%
(2001) p.8)

(29) After a long day and little progress, the
International Whaling Commission on’
Thursday rejected a Japanese proposal
that would have lifted the commercial
whaling moratorium that has been in
effect since 1986.

(J.T. Saturday, May 25, 2002 p.1)

(30) China on Monday angrily rejected a
suggestion by Taiwan’s leader that the
island allow a referendum on its future,
accusing him of trying to “split China.”
(J.T. Wednesday, August 7, 2002 p.1)

CHWFOZEBRN R NE ) 2 ENEL T 2158

refuse D

(81) Employers worry about the poor academic
preparation. of recent high school
graduates. Worse = still, some Black
teenagers think that it is “cool” to be
unsuccessful, ignorant and indifferent.
They openly refuse the middle-class
model of American success.

( Joan McConnell “Understanding the
United States” E# (2001) p.59)
reject @)

(82) The Christian philosophers of the Middle
Ages taught their students by explaining
the works of Aristotle. They did thisin a
critical way; whenever what Aristotle
said was contradicted by Christian beliefs,
they did not hesitate to correct or reject
Aristotle’s ideas.

( Peter Hodgson “Science and
Christianity” £E#% (1999) p.17)
(33) The Enlightenment arose partly out of a

revolt against Christianity. Men
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Table 3 Detailed comparison of objects of refusing and rejecting in the item “what is to be accepted” in Table 2

refuse reject

measures treaty

request

motion

proposal

idea RELLD
ceasefire

plea

arrest warrant
demand

thought EBE:L0
decision

take over

move

desire
recommendation
order

f— e

accord
protocol
argument
offer

call
discussion
opportunity
need
annexation
suggestion
invitation
food

value @#uUtreh)
explanation
approach
hEt 4| gt

Qi S0 dr o ¥ 4O/ H
t—Al—&p—AHl—tb—Ar—Ar—Av—AI—Ab—-t—-r—»—l—‘l—Al—ln—dt—tr—kHHI—L\:NNL\)[\D

[I%)
w

model 1| idea

theory

language and culture
routine

model

heritage

authority

belief

private property, marriage,
and family

laissez faire

nonviolence

liberal program
description

It | et 15

B FFTENRSEE

— e
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educated as Christians rejected their
heritage and relied upon reason rather
than revelation as the route to truth.

( Winton U. Solberg “A History of
American Thought and Culture” HE®E
(2001) p.20)

(B) ETZDHRTOLE
2T, [FLAEOEED reject DD refuse &
DHRIETT2RHRAVDH I LT B L
WO ZEBIERUED, CORICDONWTHEGIZHE
BUTHZ, WELUERFICBNT, BIE>1D
LIS L IR LTV S EMER p R E
HLTHZE ROLDSITR D,
(34) refuse: openly (i (31) DEfHEE)
Ak 1)
reject: firmly (24
in a tense standoff
immediately
flatly
angrily (Zhid (30) DEffiz&ks)
stubbornly
AE 761
reject DAL ERIKIZZVD T, HEDICRICAK
LTW3EEZX 5. LLF, reject ORFEHL BN D
PEFTBI S,

(35) In morning talks with Koizumi at the Prime
Minister’s Official Residence, Powell said
that U.S. “takes seriously’ a series of
crimes allegedly committed by U.S.
servicemen in OKkinawa, according to a
Foreign Ministry official.

But Powell flatly rejected any moves to
revise the pact, saying now is not the time,
the official said.

(J.T. Wednesday, July 25, 2001 p.1)

(86) There are some (both on and beyond the
Korean Peninsula) who believe that
Washington does not want to engage
Pyongyang, and that America needs North
Korea as an enemy in order to justify its
military presence in Asia and its missile
defense program. I firmly reject this
argument. »

(J.T. Friday, August 31, 2001 p.20 )

(37) Almost all people who have learned the
Japanese writing system, be they

Japanese or foreigners, stubbornly reject

BETEREHEMPR

the idea that the language can be written
in any other way.

( Edwin O. Reischauer “Japan and the
World” BiHHifR#t (1996) p.23)

(C) BHROEWZDOVWTOER
2B AREORLRIIOVTDERL, (A). (B)
WWBT3EFOHTEBEE X T, RKHIIZ refuse &
reject DEKRDENVICOWTE L HTH D,
¥9. HEORBRLEFZEBLTHDE, DR
DOBE-BLTWAZ bbb b, HEMEZET
HE, reject IZ THITDH D) BEREE T B EFID
Roboidoi=Z & reject I invitation Z B
FBLITREFADREOPoFIE, D2HRERBH,
ChSBRIFEIFLALB—BLTWE, £2 T,
—HLTVWRELRAEZHMBLT, ThzEICLT
refuse & reject MEKDBVICDONTELHZ
LT B, ~BUTWREREARETL L,
D THFILEZ22E20080 ) 2REE TR
&, refuse DAIZH B,
2) Ti18) 2t 5 AEE. refuse DAICH
b
3) TRIFANBZREDLD ) BEHMEICR BBE.
7) proposal *® suggestion # HWEL T3
R, reject DAIZH B,
1) BEOCHEISEZIONEFLDTRRL
T PR CEBN RN G %, &
fHE, THEREDICESTEEVWSH
i, reject ICHAEIMLRLDTCH B,
4) reject ™A H refuse L h LM IEFTIE
BREVWDDH B,
DESWZ, ThB 1) ~4) h 5, BRI refuse
& reject DEHEDEBNZOVWTELHTHLD, £
3 1) 25, reject BRIFANZ I LDAHBEET
BDIZX L., refuse ZFIFTANZZ L b, HFEILS
ABTLLHIEFTURETH DI LDDP B, Thbb,
reject B—AHEHBROETTHIDIIH L,
refuse (IR A FAKHEEDESTTH 2, ZDRHP S,
refuse DFH reject £ H b, L D EKIBROES
ERLUTWEEEZ D, ChEBBODI EH2) »5
HIEMTE 2, TAE. BoIIC, PFEMLLD
AR TH D, 1THENBR L T 5 HED refuse
ZUdRWVWENS Z &k, refuse DA D reject L b
b, KVFHBARDETERT LI L ERL
TVWRLERBND, TSI, ULOEREREL
&, 3) IZDOWTHHBEDND L, proposal,
suggestion, Mz#f ). TRER 2 &% 7= & 2L order,
recommendation R & & B L TH L 5, order,
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BJE : refuse & rejectD % BREBRHT

recommendation 5, FhIZfH U 5 Z & 2T LA
LTW3, $hbb, RAAKGBREZRLTHSD
WAL, TME#. T & BREDHFEDPLE5Z5
hWEBDTERLIT, BHANBZREDPES DOE
FEOHMONEE UTEBENICEEL TV HD,
Thbb, LVBNRERERLTVWLEEL %
¥ 7=, proposal, suggestion k. HEDOHFELILEH
Z5NEHDTIEH 555, order, recommendation
ChRBE, ZREBUZ ZEEHFESEFLTOY
ZESFIENZFERELE R, EFBCHMOEH
HRAREVSBRAVPBV LS CEBDR S, L
o7, 2hb b, order, recommendation 2 HiR
hE, Lr#mREREERLTVWELER S, ML
®D & >z, proposal, suggestion, Mm#t. MEEHL)
RYE. XhE#EKARERLTVS DT, reject
ORBIHELTVBEHATEII LN TE S, KR
Iz, 4) »o, EFORIICELTiX, refuse &P
reject DEDENE NS Z L XD R LD TH B,
728 reject OFBNDOD, ZFOEHIIDWTHE,
HEVEoZVULEILEEZARVWDTHID. &
2T 1) ~3) »PEHRALTHD L. —KRIC, BHR
MEDOHDERNR LD BBARTH 205,
e A DNWTHE>ED LTV TEI LI D ST
., ZOHEF, FTAOHECIE. EFZDOHDY
X DEEEET, EoREVELELDIIRZEDHERD
h3.

4 F&O

MEDERERT X . refuse & reject DRBKRDE
WIZDWTHEZ IR T %,
(38) refuse: DY & b RUFTAR LB
BEPESTLIIL
reject: ¥, BU&, MEHR EHERANRD
SFANERIETTEIL
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