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Murdering Youth and Experience in “The Physician’s Tale” and “The Pardoner’s Tale”
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In “The Physician’s Tale” and “The Pardoner’s Tale”, which are categorized as Fragment VI, we can find the
unified theme of murdering youth: in “The Physician’s Tale”, a virtuous young lady, Virginia, made a choice to
be killed by her father to avoid a corrupt judge Appius’ demand, and in “The Pardoner’s Tale”, three young
reprobates murdered each other to be deprived of gold. The deaths are brought about due to obeying her virtue
and their vice. In other words, it is necessarily that the deaths are caused. “Youth” means “less-experience”.
The process can be interpreted as “logical”. At the same time, Chaucer describes “old age” in the two tales,
contrastive to “youth”, and suggests the practical wisdom based on “experience”. It implies that the
“experience” can give the possibility of avoiding the peril of losing man’s life in his actual world, which is
filled with intrigue and malice, for example, people deceive each other or eliminate them to get a higher
position, like a court or the business world. In order to remain alive in his world, the practical wisdom,

“experience”, contrastive to symbol of youth, can be far more significant than “logical” teaching like the moral

tale about virtue or vice.
Key words: death, experience, youth, old age
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